AmpleHar$est. org~
The AmpleHarvest.org Year End Repfot 2011

Dear Friends:

As you know, AmpleHarvest.org is a one of a kind natiormegramthat simultaneouslyights hunger and
malnutrition while improvingthe environmentby enablingneighbors to help neighbors.

We continue to see mail from people struggling to feed their féaanihs well as mail from those wanting to
donate their excess harvest

“My husband and | both work,

however once we pay the bills and pu * We h goudsizea “When can | pick up food? |am a
gas in the canve do not have enough garden and always have disablelv et er an. I a
money left to buy food or personal QIG5 disability pension and most of my

items. We have sold everything we | We'd love t pension goes to rerit.

haveo f val ue.”

The AmpleHarvest.org Campaign strives to bridge the gap between people within a communihgedul
and those who caprovide thehelp their neighbors need. Garden by garderw town by towracross
Americaj t °' s wor ki ng.

Yourongoing generositgand supportsince its inception
May 2009 has helped us reach the point where more
than 4,600 food pantries (1 out of every 7 in Aina)
across all 50 states have now registeréhrdeners
nationwide responded by deliverimgore than21 million
pounds( we ' r e st i gardendresh praducetg !
many of these food pantriesAlmost as important is that
AmpleHarvest.org has spawned a nationwide discussio
and awareness that home grown producanand should
be donated to those in our community who need it most

As2011winds down, | wanto share some of the other
exciting things thahavetakenplacea hi s year

POWERED BY

February 100%
1 AmpleHarvest.org transitioned to a web hosting WIND !NER‘yJ

serviceentirely powered by wind energy,
therebyhelping both people and the planet

March
7 AmpleHarvest.orgvasendorsed by theé\ational Council of Churchand promoted to their
38 faith communitiesvhich is important as 70% of all pantries are in houses of worship.



http://www.ampleharvest.org/
http://www.ampleharvest.org/donate
http://www.ncccusa.org/news/110214ampleharvest.html

April

1 AmpleHarvest.orgeleasel its Android app(similar to the previously releadéPhone app

1 AmpleHarvest.orgvaspresented at a USDA webinahich had oved 00,000invitees ¥ |
1 As founder oAmpleHarvest.orglreceived theRuss Berrie Award for Making A Difference @’

May

1 AmpleHarvest.orgelebratel its second anniversary aspgogram- more than 3,500 food pantries registered

1 An eisode of SeatorBi | | Bradcdn¢gi se 8 Ame Bi r wsAmRlaHanvestorgdso c usi ng
recorded in studio

July
1 The founder of DinnerGarden.qrghich partneswith AmpleHarvest.orgwvasnamed

CNN Here-the first timetwo CNNHeroes have partneretbgether
LET’S

August MeVE
1 An article about AmpleHarvest.org appearedidn c hel | e Obama’ s L ® (»ve! Bl
1 AmpleHarvest.orgppearsonJam e Ol i ver ' s Fsited Revol ut
T Ampl eHarvest.org named finalist for *“8S
7 AmpleHarvest.org partned with Green Education Foundation to promote
T “Plant With a Purpose
7 AmpleHarvest.org highlighted on th&hite House website
1 AmpleHarvest.orgvaspresented at Hazon food conference at UC Davis

THE WHITE HOUSE
WASHINGTON

September
1 | have been invited tgpeakabout the AmpleHarvest.org solution tminger at

TEDxManhattaon Jan21,2012 An amazingopportunity for AmpleHarvest.org. TEDX
1 Google quadruple its advertising grant to AmpleHarvest.org t48p,0000f free Manhattan
advertisingannually Thank youGoogle.
Google
October
7 AmpleHarvest.orgvas namedvi nner of Gl ynwood Har vesi I'HE yf th
1 Huffington Postnamed me*Game Changer for 201f or Ampl eHar ve st HUFFINGTON mp a ¢
the American food pantry/food bank network PO
November
7 Ampl eHarvest. org GownhA Greehet \Eodld o n PBS’ s

7 AmpleHarvest.org radid out its“Centerpieces for Pantries i ni ti ati ve e
to replace floral table arrangements with whole frpiatters whid¢ can then be donated
to alocal food pantry

rPBS ng pe

December
1 AmpleHarvest.org started iwurvey of food receied by registered food
pantries

1 AmpleHarvest.orgvasinvited to participate ira
with White House senior staff

1 The President and First Ladytended an invitation tattend the White M THe President and Mrs. Obama
Housei n recognition of our partndfshi 2 with Let's

7 AmpleHarvest.org wn a$60,000grant from the Ittleson Foundation. request the pleasure of your company

Let ' reetip v §! g&@@}’

’Xn,

Thank youlttleson Foundation
AmpleHarvest.org announdehree new members of its board of
directors:
x  Shana Stabin - PhD candidate from Duke University
x Joe L-&odpceranchost of PBS' s
Wor |l d”

“ G

at a Holiday Reception to be held at
The White House
on Friday, December 9, 2011

owi n gatimooGlock ener

x  Jennifer Gilmore Executive Director of Feeding America San Diego
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As a grassoots effort, enthusiastigoublic support for AmpleHarvest.ot@gs beercriticalto its success.
AmpleHarvest.org hasearly 2,45 e o p | e “ IFackbbatagd?,330fbllonang it onTwitter. It now
isaveraging35,000unigue hits per day on the welie.

Feedback both from gardeners as well as from pantries and food

banks spoke of their enthusiasm for AmpleHarvesttorg

Preliminary resultérom the surveysent to the pantries points to

more than 21 million pounds of fresh produce received this year

up from the estimated 6 million pounds last year. Of the

responding pantries, about 20% reported receiving food that is

hard to qsuaonft ibfoyx gs'’l,otetc.) SO0 WEe
poundage is actually significantunder reporting.

Most importantly, wegot the word out- to the press, bloggers and other
websites Although the number varieBom day to dayGoogle shows
approximately 8@00r ef er ences t o t he . tMediam
coverage of AmpleHarvest.org including Mother Earth News, Burpee Ho
GardensHuf f i ngt o nPB$"* Meoastt ,t ICANNEXper t s
Patch and many more points to the success of our ongoimgtsffo
educateandto encourage growers tdonatetheir excess produce.

Not bad for a progrartittle more thantwo yearsold And we ' r e

AmpleHarvest.org is working on a number of initiativasluding
GleaningHarvest and ProducePedithdesigned to work in tandem with
AmpleHarvest.org to help educate, encourage andlde millions of
gardeners to sharéheir garden bountywith a local food pantry.

The AmpleHarvest.org Campaign as a program has been wildly successful and has takeorthy sérm.
Our “No Food Left Behind” mantra resonates with p
never be wasted especially when the hungry person in your neighborhood may well be your neighbor

The AmpleHarvest.org model hasisagpressed people around the

world that we continue to get requests for expanding it globally. We
won’t... at | east not wuntil we’ve
America first, but we are sharing our model and experience with other
countries so thg can make an AmpleHarvest.org program best suited

to their own circumstances.

As a norprofit organization AmpleHarvest.org Inbas been working

hard to expand capacity tensurethat the AmpleHarest.org

Campaigrwill be fully supported and sustainabfor years to come.

Critical to making that happen &igmentingthe volunteeswith hired
professionaktaff-peopl e commi tted to Ampl et
While AmpleHarvest.org has alrealiyed its first staffer, several more
areneeded to fullysupport the organizatiomnd the campaign



http://www.facebook.com/AmpleHarvest.org
http://twitter.com/#!/AmpleHarvest

The goodchews is that AmpleHarvest.oes a national program igery efficient and cost effectivéo operate
(when compared to other national ngorofits) for several reasons:

1. It operates as a virtualrganization... no brick and mortar building to pay.fdo commuting costs,
dry cleaning or fancy thouse kitchens.

2. It's focused on sustainable operatiozsd practices (e do as little printing as possihler example)
which is good for our budget artde environment

3. Wedbn’'t need t o bAmpleHarvestorg is taking @dvantages of already existing
resourcesThi nk back t o t hehethefadlitiesthatwerd needeceto recgcket o f
trash- none of that here. Recoverddod does not need @rocessingdacility - only adonor and
nearby food pantry.

4. Mostimportantly, we " r e movi ng i nf or matinéedtruckor.carsdnversorf ood .
gas. All we need is to connect the dots between the already available Igaaly food and the
food pantry in the community... and do that on a nationalscélee o pl e keep asking
one else ever thought dhis before? "We keep asking thatery same questian

5. Lastly, we're nice to evsesvgrplowe . That keeps o0l

Despite all of these amazing successes biggestfinancialchallenge has been that foundations that
normally fund hunger programs expect you to drive up with a truck of food and feed people. And once
you've fed t hem, food(@long with funding far that)d neealall tokdep them fed. Again
and again and agairl. tlikesdailing water from a slowly sinking boat.

AmpleHarvest.org is not feedimgeals tohungry people.l n s t e elping ta etimingth u n g e r . We "’
notmopping the f I oor .The. Ampletlarves.ord solutionrages adiaatagthafaod, .
especially healthy foodilready in the communitynaking itfreely offered to thosemostneeding it. And
because of tirhetlogit.l. Goodle‘)d udeasilgan Tof Ampl eHmajov est . or g
stumbling blockthat facedfood pantriesin the past- refrigeration and storage.

Thefood donor feels good, the pantry saves money, thgionalf ood bank’ s operating
clients get freshly harvested footthat improves their healttand the environment is healthier. All because
we found a way to havthe excessupply, already in the communitymeet demand.

Across America, we
their neighbors in need.

"r e aski ndsingtaad of theirdaclspodkeis torhel@ ¢ h i

We' re asking you, qtormracl imtdyembh&pcmketdtobetl
AmpleHarvest.org. And of course if you are a gardener, you can reach into you
yard to help yar pantry while you are also helping us.

AmpleHarvest.org need/our support A$5.00donationis nice and we need a lot 0 _,l \\
those donations. $500 or $5,0@®@nations arealsoniceand we need a lot of those ~—d
donations too.
lonaTE
In 2012, AOL and Huffington Post will focus on hungdrmautrition problems in
America, and AmpleHarvest.org will peesented as &eypart of the solution

Please help us as generously as you can. It is cold outside now, but in only two months, gardeners will be
starting to plan and plant thegardens. We want to make sure that the seeds they plant will bear fruit
beyond their own table.
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A very small but dedicated team is working hard to make AmpleHarvest.org live up to its potential... and we
really needyour help

1 First and foremost, masemakean end of year donation to

AmpleHarvest.org by clicking herer better yet, let us set up with DIOIN/ASRE

you, a recurring donation to AmpleHarvest.org so you can help u e A

help your community month after month. AmpleHarvest.orgnc. 501(c)3 Charitable Organization

is a 501(c)3 organization and your donation is tax deductible. Make A Tax Deductible
1 Help a new food pantry registawith AmpleHarvest.org. Find a Donation TODAY!

localfood pantry in your communitypossibly in a nearby house of

worship, a YMCA or other civic location. Give thém flierand

urge them to register ASAP. Remind thérat AmpleHarvest.org is totally FREEE d t hey do
need refrigeration or storage we lved that

1 Help others learn about AmpleHarvest.ordPutthis articlein your blog or newslettepost it to
your Faceboolpage and share with your friends;, Tweet about it.

1 Help local gardeners learn that they can share their ample harvegtint thistwo sided flier
and post it a local garden shops, nurseries, supermarket bulletin boards, etc. to helpgarde
learn about the opportunity to help the hungry.

1 Help publicize the AmpleHarvest.org Campaighsk your local media to vigliis pageand do a
story about people in the community wanting fresh proddieetheir families from the local
food pantry.

AmpleHarvest.org envisions an America where millions of gardeners eliminate malnutrition and hunger in
their own community.

Please make this your vision tand support our work

Together, we caeliminatehungerand malnutrition while also improvinghe environment Simply put,
AmpleHarvest.org makes yodonation last forever.

On behalf of everyone at AmpleHarvest.org Itttank you so much for your supportWe wish you @afe
and wonderfulHoliday Season arall the best in theNew Year.

Sincerely

Gary Oppenheimer

SN

AmpleHarvest.org Founder/CNN Hero
gary@AmpleHarvest.org
Ample6-9880 (267) 53®880

LS

ps. If you are hosting &lolidayparty, considercreating a centerpiece with whole fruits amdgetables, then
donating this fresh wholesome food & local food pantryYou know where you can find on¥isit
www.AmpleHarvest.org/holidato learn more.
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